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New Parent Information — September 2026

A warm welcome to Lavendon School. We are delighted that you have chosen our school for the start of your child’s
education. We very much look forward to working in partnership with you to ensure that your child has the best
possible start to their educational journey.

In this pack, you will find all the relevant information about our school.

The Team:

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Armitage

Assistant Head: Mr Lee Coates

Inclusion Lead and Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kim Millican
SENDCo Mrs Claire Crook

Class teacher: TBC at Induction meeting in June

Early Years Lead: OLLA: Steph Hartwell

Teaching assistants: Mrs Jess Hedley

Transition and Induction

Home visits:

From 2nd September, staff will be conducting home visits. Your child’s class teacher and a teaching assistant will visit
you for an informal chat, answer any questions, and give your child the opportunity to meet their teachers one-to-
one in their own environment.

Please complete the following form so that we have all your details and indicate your preference of day for your
home visit. Starting School Form

Starting school dates and times:

Below are some important dates and times. We use a staggered transition to help ensure the wellbeing of all children
is prioritised at the beginning of their school journey. For children who may find the transition more difficult, we can
offer some flexibility.

16" June: New parents induction meeting 4pm-5pm
1« July: Transition for children (no parents) 9.30am-11am

15~ July: Stay and play session (parents must stay) 4pm-5pm
2~, 3« and 4~ September: Home visits

7th September onwards: all children full time 8.40am-3.20pm


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oIsPtsOOkEymy5EGius66F-RoOVZWLtOs8fSfslgACNUMVpUTzJQN0ZVQUE5RTkzSVI2SlRLMjA4Wi4u
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The school gates are opened at 8.45 am and shut at 8.55 am. Please note doors are locked promptly at 8.55 am.
After that time, your child will be marked as late and after 9.10 am this will be marked as unauthorised late
absence.

Uniform:

We have a link on our school website to purchase school uniform.

For Foundation Stage, we recommend children wear what we call our ACTIVE UNIFORM (AKA PE kit). This uniform is
far more versatile for children in Foundation, as they play, explore, and are often physically active.

There is no requirement to have logo items. These are completely optional; any non-logo items can be sourced from
high street stores but must be in line with our school colours.

Active Uniform MUST be either school branded logo items or completely plain. Branded sports items are not
permitted, and we will apply the same high expectations to active uniform as we do for traditional uniform.

¢ Please ensure ALL uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name.
* No jewellery is permitted. Earrings must be removed for PE sessions.
¢ Long hair (below shoulder length) should be tied back. No large bows or oversized hair accessories.

Your child will need to bring a water bottle every day. Please ensure it is clearly named and contains fresh water. We
prefer bottles with a sports cap, as other types can lead to spillages.

We understand that children in Foundation can sometimes get messy during play and exploration, and occasional
accidents may happen. We keep spare clothing available, and our staff are always supportive and reassuring. In the
event of an accident, two members of staff will assist your child to change, help them feel comfortable, and ensure
they are reassured. We will then ask you to wash and return any borrowed clothing.

Please ensure your child has a coat in school every day, as we go outside in all weather. A waterproof coat is ideal.

School lunches:

Throughout your child’s time in EYFS and Key Stage 1 they will be entitled to a universal free school meal. We are very
lucky as lunch is cooked fresh each day across the road in the village hall, and you will be able to choose your child’s
lunch daily with the options of either a main meal, a vegetarian alternative, a jacket potato and a dessert choice. You
will be able to choose and order your child’s lunch each week online on MCAS (My Child at School) App. This will be
set up on this once your child has started with us at school. In a few cases, there are children who prefer to bring a
packed lunch from home. This is permitted of course; however, we are a completely nut free school so any food
brought in for lunch from home must be free of nuts. Many thanks for your co-operation with this.

A healthy snack will be provided each day by the school and milk is available daily. To register your child for their
milk to be delivered to school please go to www.coolmilk.com and complete the form attached.

If your child has any food allergies or intolerances, please let us know.


https://www.lavendonschool.co.uk/parents/uniform/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
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School Communication

School communicates with you through an APP called My Child At School (MCAS), it is imperative that parents with
parental responsibility (and have provided us with an e-mail address) download this free App ready for September. It
will be activated when your child officially starts with us. This is where you will receive all school communications,
including booking breakfast and after school club, your child’s school meals, parents evening slots, trips and other
clubs, and where you will receive your child’s end of year school report.

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin.

Attendance and daily routines:

School will open at 8.45am for a prompt start to learning. Doors will open again at 3.15pm at the end of the school
day. The class teacher will be on the door at both the morning and afternoon drop off and pick up times to answer any
guestions you may have. If your child is being picked up from school by someone else or is going to after school club
etc. please let the class teacher know.

Should your child be absent from school, you will need to telephone the school office before 8.30am and leave a
message to advise why your child is absent from school; you will need to do this each day until they return.

Where possible, we do ask that you do not make any medical appointments during the school day for your child.
However, if this is not possible e.g. a hospital appointment, you will need to let the school know prior to this and
provide evidence, e.g. a letter or appointment card.

We also ask that any planned holidays or trips take place during the school holidays, we are not allowed to authorise
any holidays or trips during term time. If you choose to take a holiday during term time, it will be unauthorised and
will incur a fine, as soon as your child is of statutory school age. This is a government policy that came into effect from
19t August 2024.

School attendance | Milton Keynes City Council

Breakfast club and after school clubs:

We offer a breakfast club from 7.45am until the start of school. This can be booked via the My Child at School (MCAS)
app, and this must be booked with a 24-hour notice. We provide a healthy breakfast with cereals, toast and a drink.
We have a large selection of activities for your child/children to enjoy once they have eaten breakfast, some of which
follow our curriculum, as well as playing board games, jigsaw puzzles and other activities.

After school Club runs from 3.15 pm until 5.30 pm. There is a shorter session from 3.15 pm- 4.30 pm. We also offer
other extra-curricular clubs too; more information about these will be sent out once your child is on roll. If your child
attends an extra-curricular club and then attends After School Club, this is also bookable.

From September 2026, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be able to attend Olney Infant Academy Kidz Club
during the holidays from 8.15am until 5pm (excluding bank holidays and the week in between Christmas and New Year
and occassionaly other dates if staffing in unavailbale). Our holiday club will offer a wide range of games and activities
using both the indoor and outdoor spaces, prices and operational dates are given nearer the time.


https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/schools-and-lifelong-learning/information-parents/school-attendance

Medical:

If your child has any medical needs please complete this Lavendon Medical Needs Form. This is so that we can
ensure that we have the correct information, medicines and health care plans in place before your child starts with
us in September. This includes any allergies or food intolerances.

If your child is taking medication for an illness, we will be able to administer this in school time if
needed. Medicines must be handed in at Reception and signed in by yourself, stating the time the medicine needs to
be given and the dosage.

If your child is injured at school, they will have first aid administered by a member of the team who is qualified. Should

your child suffer a bump from the shoulders upwards whilst in our care, you will receive a phone call. If any injury to
your child is serious and causing us concern, we will of course inform you immediately by telephone.

Term Dates:

Term dates for 2026-2027 can be found on our school website:

LSA- Lavendon School Associaton

The LSA is our Parent Teacher Association. They have a long history of active fundraising, raising thousands of pounds
each year to be spent on equipment and activities to benefit all the children at Lavendon. The LSA always needs
volunteers to help run events. So, in September, if you would like to help or if you have any great funding ideas please
get in touch with them. Contact: LSAnews@outlook.com

Baseline assessments:

The government have issued a baseline assessment which started in Reception in September 2021. The baseline will
be used for measuring the progress primary schools make with their pupils. Schools will carry out the assessment
within the first 6 weeks of children starting school. It will be an activity-based assessment of pupils’ starting point in:

e language, communication and literacy
e Mathematics

The assessment will be age-appropriate, last approximately 20 minutes and teachers will record the results on a laptop
or tablet. It will not be used to label or track individual pupils. No numerical score will be shared and the data will only
be used at the end of year 6 to form the school-level progress measure.

As we will not be able to use this data for our own assessments, we will also carry out our own baseline assessments,
alongside this, which will all be done within the children’s play and exploration.


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DoIsPtsOOkEymy5EGius66HYmhUuy0G1NsANfTyJEXvlUOElROEgzQ0FYR1JFUjZZOUwxSk1LNzZKMC4u&data=05%7C02%7Csarmitage%40iftl.co.uk%7C8bcf94085cfd4a310d1408dea243e6c9%7Cb60f8ba08ec34c90a6cb91068aeb3ae8%7C0%7C0%7C639126609681622734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oCshQS4gKPQguYMw7wSbuUBj8ToMFT35tb%2F2jnu%2FcbQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.lavendonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/OLLA-Term-Dates-2026.pdf
mailto:LSAnews@outlook.com

Introduction to the Early Years Foundation Stage:

When your child starts with us in Foundation, we will be following ‘The Statutory Framework for the Early Years
Foundation Stage,’

Your child will be working towards The Early Learning Goals. These are statements of learning that summarise the
knowledge, skills and understanding that most children are expected to achieve by the end of their Foundation Year.
Some will have exceeded these goals, while others will be working towards them. We can only assess the children on
what they can do independently, and we will keep a folder of all your child’s independent work which we call their
‘learning journey’ as well as observations of their play and exploration.

A typical day in Foundation consists of learning through play and exploration of both the indoor and outdoor areas.
The children can free flow between inddors and outdoors, and the adults will have set up ‘invitations to play’ linked
to the learning taking place that week. During our morning sessions we teach a literacy, phonics and maths focus
lesson which are between 10 — 20 minutes long.

In the afternoon we will have a ‘Learning Expedition’ topic lesson after lunch. Our literacy, maths and topic lessons
will all be linked, and this is always based around the children’s specific interests at that time. All learning is directed
by the children, as we know this creates the most engagement for independent learning and fosters curiosity.

During the Autumn Term we will be holding a meeting for parents where you will get a chance to meet your child’s
class teacher and ask any questions you may have. During this meeting we will discuss how we teach the children in
Foundation, learning through play, the areas of learning and how you can support their learning at home too. A date
and time for this meeting will be arranged after your child has started school.

From now until September we recommend you;

e Talk about the school and the staff to your child(ren).

e Work on gaining independence such as cutting up own food, putting on own clothes and shoes and using the
toilet independently.

e Look for sounds, shapes and numbers in the environment.

e Work on getting little hands ready for writing with fine motor activities such as threading, playdough, finger
rhymes etc and gross motor activities such as climbing, digging, dancing etc.

e Support your child with recognising their name.

e |f you would like to share any information from your child’s pre-school setting with us, please bring it to school
with you in the first week.

e Please complete the ‘All About Me’ sheet attached — electronically or paper copy to hand over to the class teacher
at any of the induction sessions or your home visit.



Thank you for taking the time to read all the enclosed information. We know this is a lot of information to digest, so
if you have any questions or queries please feel free to contact us and we will be happy to answer any questions you
may have.

office@lavendonschool.co.uk - School Office 01234 712 680

We look forward to welcoming you to Lavendon School in September.
Kind Regards,

Lavendon School


mailto:office@lavendonschool.co.uk

